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of it was of a pale Brightnefs, like that of burnifhed 
or new-wafhed Silver. It darted out of my Sight 
with a feeming Corufcation, like that of Star- (hoot- 
ing in the Night j but had a Body much larger, and 
a Train much longer, than any thing of that Kind I 
had ever feen before. At my coming home, one 
Brown allured me, he had feen the fame thing, for 
the Continuance of a Minute ; and that the Body and 
Train appeared to him to be about twenty Foot long, 
and feemed to him to fall to the Ground fomewhere 
about the Kennel-garden, whither I accompanied 
him in Expectation of finding fome of thofe Jellies 
which are fuppofed to owe their Beings to fuch 
Meteors : But we might have fearched long enough, 
as I underftood the next Day, when Mr. Edgcombe 
informed me, that he and another Gentleman had 
feen the fame Appearance at the fame time about 
fifteen Miles from us, fleering the fame Courfe from 
Eaft to the Weft, and vanifhed from them between 
Wdkhampton and Oakhampton: They gave the fame 
Account of its Figure, Length and Colour. 



XIV. An Account oj a Luminous Appearance 
in the Sky, feen at London on Thurfday 
March 1 3 . 1 7 3 4- 5 . by John Be vis, M. 2). 

AS I was obferving Mars near a fmall fixt Star, 
then in the Weft, on the Top of my Houfc 
in Buckingham-jlreet, about five Minutes after Eight, 
equal Time ; happening to turn my Face Southward, 
I was furprifed with an uncommon bright Glade of 

Y y " Light. 
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Light. It was ftrait, about 2 f Degrees broad, and 

no, or 120 Degrees long, ill defined at either End, 
but pretty well at the Sides, that is, much as the 
common Rainbow, or one of thofe Pyramids which 
are u fed to dart up from the Horizon in an Aurora 
Borealis, which Light it refembled in all refpe&s, 
except in its Place and Pofition, and that this was 
fteady, and altogether without that tremulous kind of 
Motion, which ufually accompanies that. Befides 
Saturn, Mars, Venus, and the fixt Stars, there was 
then no other Light in the Sky, nor the leaft Cloud, 
nor any of that horizontal Blacknefs which we fee 
Northward in the Aurora. The Stars were as dif- 
cernible through ir, as if nothing had been there. 
A Gentleman who was with me, fanfied it to be 
the Tail of a Comet ; but as neither he nor myfelf 
had ever feen one, I gave but little Heed to that 
Conjecture : However, I carefully directed a 1 7 Foot 
Glafs to all Parts of its weftern Extremity, but could 
difcern nothing like a Nucleus. When I firft faw it, 
it extended itfelf from about the Mid-way between 
Aldebaran, and Orion's Left Shoulder, through Gemini 
a little under (3, and fo on through Cancer and 
Leo, juft above Cauda Leonis, till it arrived between 
Vindematrix and Coma Berenices, where it ended 
very dilutedly. In about half an Hour it grew dim 
about the Middle, where in a fhort time it feparated 
in two, or rather became quite dark there 5 but then 
methought the disjoined Parts were more luminous 
than before 5 but they too in a little while after 
grew dimmer, and ftiortened away, on to their 
remote Extremities, which remained vifible the 
longed 5 the Weftern one about Nine o'Clock, the 

Time 
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Time of its Extin&ion, being near Orion's Right 
Shoulder, and the other near the Left Knee of Bootes j 
fo that this Meteor feems pretty nearly to have accom- 
panied the Earth in its diurnal Motion, and to have 
had little or no Motion befides. I have looked for 
this Light fmce, but could find nothing like it. 

The Day was exceeding fine, and by my Journal I 
find, that, 

At Noon, the Barometer was 29.98. 

Thermometer 57. 

Wind .... Eaft. 

Decl. of the Needle 14 io f . 
At 10 at Night, Barometer 29.86, 

Thermometer 57-5 - 

Decl. of the Needle 1 3 ° ■> o\ 



XV. An Account of the Cafe of a Calculus 
making its Way through an old Cicatrix in 
the Perinaeum, hy David Hartley, M. A. 

F. R. S. 

Jan.] 12. 1740. 
JITIlliam Jarman, of the Parifh| oiBayton in Suffolk, 
'* was cut for the Stone about 15 Years ago, and a 
large Stone taken from him. 

The faid William Jarman fays, that he continued 
eafy for about four Years after he was cut; that the 
Wound was quite healed up, and that he made Wa- 
ter in the natural Way, without any Leakage at the 
Wound. 

In July laft, he fays, he felt great Pain at the Place 
where he was cut, and that it was much f'weiled. 

Y y 2 It 



